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 Is this diary-keeping worm all that different from a child? Most 

likely, students will laugh at the comparison, but they’ll be curious 

too! Engage the class in retelling the tale from the point of view 

of a child. To begin, read the entry for March 20 and ask students 

whether they think there are three things a human mom wants her 

child to always remember. For the next entry ask, “Have you ever 

tried to teach a friend how to do something he’s never done before? 

How well did it go?” Continue the retelling. By the end of the story, 

students will be ready to draw their own conclusions about the 

similarities between the diary keeper and themselves!

 By the end of this delightful story, students will be chuckling 

over and cheering for worms! Reread the story, this tim
e 

asking students to listen carefully for factual information about 

worms. Ask students to share the facts th
ey learn and help them 

investigate information about which they are uncertain. Lead 

students to conclude that worms have an important place in our 

environment.

• What is th
e purpose of a diary? Would you like to keep a diary? 

Why or why not?

• Why do you think the author uses a diary format to tell the 

story? 

• Do you think the author has a sense of humor? Explain.

Write a diary entry that describes something you did yesterday. 

Try  to weave some humor into your entry.

Diary of a Worm

 The daily activities of a complex and lovable worm are 

humorously captured in this one-of-a-kind diary.
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Written by Doreen Cronin and illustrated by Harry Bliss
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 The bouncy rhyming text is sure to captivate your students! 

After the first reading, display a large pond cutout and put lily 

pad cutouts nearby. As you reread the book, pause for students 

to identify rhyming words. Then write each rhyming word pair on 

a separate lily pad. Invite youngsters to attach the lily pads to the 

pond and use arts-and-crafts materials to add setting details. For 

a vocabulary-boosting extension, encourage youngsters to write 

sentences with the words.

 The agile frog takes readers from page to page and from sea-

son to season. Once students are familiar with the book, revisit the 

illustrations. As you encourage youngsters to notice the frog and 

the seasonal changes, explain that frogs hibernate in the winter. 

Then have each youngster visually divide a sheet of paper in half 

and title one half “Summer” and the other half “Winter.” Have 

him illustrate the two halves to show what frogs do during those 

seasons.

• What clues does the author-illustrator use to let readers know 

about the change in seasons? 

• Why do you think the words are arranged on the pages in 

different ways?

• How could you learn more about the animals and insects in the 

book?

Imagine you visit the pond. Write about your visit. Be sure to de-

scribe the time of year and what you see.

In the Small, Small Pond

 The pond is small, but it has a lot of occupants. From tadpoles 

that wiggle and jiggle in the spring to a frog that sleeps in the winter, 

a variety of critters make themselves at home in the watery world.
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 Judging by the names of the ducklings, it seems as though 
Mr. and Mrs. Mallard are especially fond of words in the -ack 
word family. What if they preferred words in the -ing word family 
instead? Pose this question to students and then have them brain-
storm names that end in -ing. Write each name on a separate 
blank card. Then prepare cards for one or more different rimes 
in the same manner. To follow up, put the cards at a center along 
with a pond-shaped workmat and have students sort the cards by 
word family. 

 While the story about Mr. and Mrs. Mallard is fictional, careful 
listeners are sure to hear factual information too. To highlight 
several duck facts, give each youngster a copy of page 5. Read 
and discuss the sentences with students. Then have each student 
circle the word ducks each time it appears or ask her to circle 
vocabulary words. Next, instruct her to write her name on the 
cover and use crayons to outline the illustrations. Have her cut 
along the bold lines and stack the pages in order behind the cover. 
Then secure the stack to make a booklet.

• How does Mrs. Mallard show she is a good mother?

• What are some words that describe Michael? 

• Mrs. Mallard teaches the ducklings a lot. What are some things 
human parents teach their children?

What are three things that make a place a good home for the 
Mallard family? Why?

Make Way for Ducklings

 Mr. and Mrs. Mallard find a perfect place for starting a family—a 
quiet area on the Charles River. After the ducklings hatch and grow, 
the proud mother takes them on a journey that might be dangerous 
without the help of a friendly police officer.
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Booklet Cover and Pages
Use with the science activity on page 4.
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Duck Facts

Ducks hatch from eggs.

Some ducks live near rivers.

Baby ducks are called ducklings.

Ducks can swim and  fly.

Ducks molt, or lose old feathers.

By ___________________
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y  Bear and Hare seem as different as two business partners can 

be. Bear is lazy and rich. Hare is hardworking and poor. However, 

the two neighbors do have a few things in common. Draw a large 

Venn diagram on the board, labeling one side “Bear” and the 

other side “Hare.” Invite students to compare and contrast the 

characters as you list students’ responses on the diagram.

 The plan Hare cooks up with his wife to feed their family 

works! Instruct each child to position a blank sheet of paper 

horizontally and then draw two vertical lines to make three equal-

size columns. Have him label the columns, from left to right, 

“Bottom,” “Top,” and “Middle.” Next, have each child color and 

cut out the cards from a copy of page 7, sort the story cards on 

his paper according to Hare’s terminology, and glue them in 

place. Invite students to use their papers to retell the story of Bear 

and Hare. To extend the learning, help students categorize each of 

the three extra vegetables as a bottom, top, or middle before they 

incorporate the cards into their sorts.• Bear thinks Hare cheats him out of the best parts of the crops. 

What do you think?• What does Bear learn from Hare? How does he change his 

ways?
• Do you think Bear will be tricked again by Hare? Explain.

Pretend you are Bear. Write a letter to Hare thanking him for 

helping you change your ways.

Tops & Bottoms Lazy Bear discovers it’s a mistake to go into a planting and 

harvesting business with a neighbor, especially when the neighbor is 

as clever as Hare.
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Eggs are laid.

1

They fly away.

6

Caterpillars hatch.
They eat.

2

They sip nectar.

5

They find a place to sleep.

3

 When it is time, butterflies 

 are  born.

4

Booklet Pages
Use with the science idea on page 10.

(Go to page 1.)
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Waiting for Wings
 Caterpillars hatch from eggs and begin their journey to becoming 

butterflies. The vivid spring garden illustrations and rhyming text 

cheerfully teach little ones about the life cycle of a butterfly.

By Lois Ehlert

y
 Cling, grow, hatch, and fly! The characters in this book sure 

are busy! On the board, draw a simple butterfly outline. Reread 

the story, asking students to listen for action words. Each time an 

action word is identified, write it on the butterfly outline. For an 

added challenge, ask each child to choose a word from the board 

and use it in a sentence. Have him write the sentence on a sheet 

of paper and add an illustration.

 Discussing the sequence of this story doubles as a way to 

teach the life cycle of a butterfly! Have each child color and cut 

out a copy of the booklet pages on page 11. Have him order the 

pages to match the story’s sequence and then help him staple his 

booklet together along the left side. Each time a student reads 

his booklet, he reviews the story sequence and the life cycle of a 

butterfly.

• What facts did you learn about butterflies?
• How does the author use illustrations to help tell the story?

• When the author writes “We’ve been waiting for wings!” what 

creature is saying this? How do you know?

Draw and color a butterfly. Write a description of your butterfly.
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Name 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar

Story recallA Caterpillar’s Story
  Draw.
  

Note to the teacher: Use with the literacy idea on page 8.

Friday Saturday Sunday
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 The daily sequence of the caterpillar’s story provides the 

perfect structure for retelling practice. Give each child a copy of 

page 9 to complete. When she finishes, the caterpillar’s daily diet 

will be pictured. Then have her practice retelling the story with a 

partner, using her paper to guide her.

 The caterpillar’s weeklong eating spree invites a review of 

the five food groups. Recall that on Monday through Friday the 

hungry caterpillar munches only on fruit. Then ask the youngsters 

to name foods the caterpillar could eat if he ate only from one of 

the other food groups (milk and dairy; grains; vegetables; meat, 

beans, fish, and nuts). Next, give each child a card on which to 

draw and label one of the foods mentioned. With your students’ 

help, read a milk and dairy version of the story, a grains version of 

the story, and so on. Perhaps a “well-balanced” story version is in 

order too!

• Why do you think the caterpillar gets a stomachache?

• What parts of the story could really happen?

• What parts of the story could not really happen?

• What do you think the butterfly will do first? Why?

Make a grocery list of the foods from the story that you like to eat.

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar

 Each day for a week, a growing caterpillar eats increasingly larger 

amounts of food. He then retreats into a cocoon to rest (and to recover 

from a very full belly) before he emerges as a beautiful butterfly!
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Vegetable Cards

Use with the science activity on page 6.

extra cards

TEC61316

©The Mailbox®

©The Mailbox®

©The Mailbox®

potato

cucumber

spinach
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corn

carrot

celery

broccoli

lettuce

beet

radish


